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END OF THE RELAY of the WOMEN’S GLOBAL CHARTER FOR HUMANITY, October 17, 2005

1. The event: end of the relay of the Women’s Global Charter for Humanity and 24 hours of feminist solidarity. 

2. Introduction to the Women’s Global Charter for Humanity 

3. Introduction to the actions that were held by coordinating bodies on March 8 and during the relay

4. Why a Women’s Global Charter for Humanity ? Importance of the Women’s Global Charter for Humanity for members

5. Introduction to the World March of Women

6. Other documents, contacts.

On October 17, 2005, International Day for the Eradication of Poverty, the women of the World March of Women will complete the Women's Global Charter for Humanity World Relay.

For the occasion, many women will gather in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, the last stop of the Relay, to remind the planet that women are demanding the elimination of poverty and violence against women and that they want to build a world based on equality, freedom, solidarity, justice and peace.  
The women of Burkina will inaugurate a Peace Square. Their country was chosen because it is one of the poorest on the planet and the women there experience particular kinds of violence: genital mutilation, early marriage, polygamy, etc.

Also on October 17, 2005, the women of the World March will hold 24 hours of feminist solidarity. At noon, when the sun is at its zenith, each one will stage a one-hour action. The event will begin in the Far East, in New Caledonia, and continue westward, passing through the time zones in Asia, the Middle East, Europe, Africa and last in the Americas. The activities will pass from one to another without interruption to create a true chain of solidarity lasting 24 hours.  

The Women's Global Charter for Humanity was adopted on December 10, 2004, in Kigali (Rwanda) by delegates attending the 5th International Meeting of the World March of Women. The Relay began on March 8, 2005, International Women’s Day, in São Paulo (Brazil). Since then, the Charter has travelled from country to country throughout the whole world (see Relay timetable). Already, thousands of women have gathered to receive it and to promote the values it espouses: equality, freedom, solidarity, justice and peace.   
Throughout the Relay, women have organized awareness-raising actions and information on the contents of the Charter, and they have called on their representatives and public opinion to endorse them.  

They have also depicted the contents of the Charter on squares of fabric, which are sewn into a patchwork quilt of solidarity (see the sections “Patchwork Quilt” and “News” on our Website).

Focal points of the Relay of the Women’s Global Charter for Humanity and the Patchwork Quilt : 

March 8,  2005 – October 17, 2005

The Relay will be held March 8 to October 17, 2005, starting in Sao Paulo, Brazil and concluding October 17, 2005, in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso. The Charter will be relayed through 52 stopover points.

Focal points of the Relay : 

·      in Americas :  

	- Brazil , March 8 -11 

- border Brazil,  Argentina, Uruguay, March 12 

- Argentina, March 13 -14 

- Bolivia, March 15 - 19  

- Peru, March 20 - 24 

- Ecuador, March 29 - 31 

- Colombia, April 1 - 3 

- Trinidad & Tobago, April 4 - 6 

- Haïti, April 7 - 9 


	- Cuba, April 10 -12 

- Honduras, April 13 - 16 

- Salvador, April 17 - 20 
- Mexique, April 21 - 26 
- border Mexico - United States  April 27 

- United States of America, April 28 - 30 
- Canada, May 1 - 5 
- Quebec, May 6 - 8 



·      in Europe :

	- Turkey/Greece, May 9 -12 

- Italy, May 13 - 14 

- Portugal, May 15 - 19 

- Galicia, May 20 - 23 

- Bask Country, May 24 - 27 

- France, May 28 - 29 

      european action in Marseille

- Belgium, May 30 - 31 


	- Netherlands, June 1 - 3 

- Denmark-Sweden, June 4 - 5 

- Romania, June 6 - 8 

- Bulgaria, June 9 - 11 

- Switzerland, June 12 - 15 
- Castilla-Catalonia, June 16 -22


·      in Oceania and Asia : 

	    - Australia, June 23 - 29 

- Japan, June 30 – July 2 

- South Korea, July 3 - 5 

- Philippines, July 6 au 9 


	- Laos, July 10 - 12 

- Thailand/Burma, July 13 - 16 

- India, July 17 - 23  

- Pakistan, July 24 - 27 -

     - Azerbaijan, July 28 - 30 




· Middle-East  and Maghreb

	- Lebanon July 31 – August 2 

- Tunisia, August 3 - 4 

- Jordan, August 5 - 9 
	- Jerusalem (Jewish and Palestinian women), August 10 - 16 



·    Africa

	- Sudan, September 4 - 10
- African Great Lakes (Dem. Rep. Of Congo, Rwanda, Burundi), September 11 - 17 

- Mozambique, September 18 - 21 -

- South Africa, September 22 - 24 -


	- Cameroun, September 25 - 28 -

- Niger-Benin, September 29 - October 3 octobre 

- Guinea (Conakry), October 4 - 7 - - Senegal, October 8 -10 -

- Burkina Faso, October 15 - 17 -



	
	


On October 17, 2005, Le 17 octobre 2005, women will conduct 24 hours of feminist solidarity actions at noon (local time). Actions will begin in Oceania and progress from East to West.  


Delegates gathered at the 5th International Meeting of the World March adopted the Women’s Global Charter for Humanity on December 10, 2004 in Kigali, Rwanda. 
This Charter is a founding document for the world women of the World March of Women are in the process of building. It contains 31 affirmations describing the principles essential to the construction of such a world. These affirmations are based on five values: equality, freedom, solidarity, justice and peace. These values are universal and defended by feminists and by women from the World March whatever their origin, their culture, their history. These values are also shared by many men

The Charter is accompanied by two texts that explain the origin of the Charter, its distinctive nature and why despite the existence of international agreements enshrining women’s human rights, there was a need of a tool created by the women’s movement.

These supporting documents remind that : 

· The World March of Women views patriarchy and capitalism as the systems oppressing and excluding women

· The World March of women fights against poverty and violence against women, rooting these fights in the 17 demands adopted by the March in 1998 (revisited in 2001)

· to set up the affirmations contained in the Charter, several conditions must be met.

With this Women’s Global Charter for Humanity, the World March of Women calls on feminists, on men and on allies from other social movements to defend the values it contains.
The Women’s Global Charter for Humanity is the fruit of a long process of consultation, discussion and debate with women’s groups in 60 countries. 


During the Realy, coordinating bodies of the World March held public education and information activities about the Charter and question their elected representatives and public opinion.

Here are some actions planned by coordinating bodies: 

AMERICAS

Peru : On March 20, the Charter relayed the Charter from Bolivia to, over Lake Titicaca, home to Aymara and Quechua women. On the 20th, the women marched in the streets of Arequipa, then in Lima and, finally at the Ecuadorian border of Macara.

Salvador :  April 17–20. Women were holding actions on the borders of Honduras and Guatemala; the capital city will be the site of more activities to inform, denounce and mobilize the public. Salvadorian women use the Charter to denounce the impact of free trade agreements (NAFTA, Pueblo-Panama Plan, etc.), for example, immigration and the accompanying violence. 

Mexico :  April 21–27. Rallies took place in Chiapas, Mexico City and Chihuahua. Women held meetings, town hall sessions, news conferences and the creation of a national quilt in addition to the square that will be joined to the global quilt. On October 17 they also take part in the 24 hours of solidarity.  For indigenous communities, noon, when the sun is at its highest point, is an important hour

Quebec. The Charter was received by women belonging to Quebec Native Women in Québec City along the St. Lawrence River on May 6. It passed hand to hand up parliament hill to the site of Québec's National Assembly. Québec women presented five demands to improve women's living and working conditions, each of them linked to one of the values contained in the Charter.

EUROPE

European rally. Scheduled for May 28–29, in Marseille, in the south of France. During these two days women held debates and workshops on the different themes of the Charter and on the 17 demands. 12,000 people participated. The French coordinating body also held information sessions in schools and address civil society, the media, and elected officials.

Belgium.  Women held relay marches from March 4–14, travelling by barge, bicycle and on foot and stop in shelters for battered women, police stations, social assistance offices, and refugee centres. Women will take turns reciting sections of the Charter. Women used the Charter to draft demands to present to local authorities. Theatrical presentations on violence, marches and a symbolic action at the Grand-place on October 17, are also being planned. 

Romania. From June 6–8, women were relaying the Charter through the country's three regions. They will discus the importance of the Charter and see how women who are fighting for their rights can use the Charter as an instrument to reinforce women's political presence.

ASIA

India. Women began holding workshops on the Charter in March. A delegation of Indian women went to Pakistan to share activities.
Philippines. Women symbolically launched the Charter on March 8 in Manila, during a demonstration they were organizing jointly with other women's groups. On April 22, they will participate in Earth Day, organized by the Earth Day Network. They had public meetings on the links between the Charter and existing international agreements.

ARABIC WORLD 

Jordania. August 3–4. Women will invite civil society representatives to Amman, the capital, where there will be an official presentation of the Charter to highlight its importance. They will also submit the Charter to their government so they take measures to inscribe the values in our national legislation. There will meet at the regional level to discuss the content of the Charter. Women from Lebanon, Tunisia, Palestina, were present.

AFRICA 
Senegal.  October 8–10. Women will march to the national assembly and president's residence, ending with a concert. This will be followed by a caravan to sisters in Mali; with them they will symbolically baptize our baby, the Charter.

Burkina Faso. October 17. End of the Relay. There will be a march to a site chosen as the final stop of the Relay. Women expect to get  a site that they will name Place de la paix (Peace Square). There, they will erect a statue representing women that will cover with the quilt. They will then raise it and issue a call for peace. Beforehand, women will conduct a 30-day caravan through all the regions and have participatory theatre based on the five values of the Charter.

For more details, please read the February Newsletter, A Plethora of Actions : http://www.marchemondiale.org/en/bulletin/01_2005.html

The Women's Global Charter for Humanity follows in the wake of actions led by countless women over history who have fought oppression, inequality, exploitation and discrimination. 

Women of the World March of Women believe that despite the existence of international agreements enshrining women’s human rights, they needed to write a Charter. They felt the international instruments enshrining human rights, in particular women’s rights, do not, however, question the roots of exploitation and oppression. They do not denounce capitalism and patriarchy. They do not ensure the construction of a new social project that will guarantee the planet’s survival ecologically, economically, politically, socially and culturally. 

With this Charter, women of the World March of Women are carrying on the actions began in 1998 to eliminate poverty and violence against women around the globe. 

The conditions necessary to reach these goals are expressed in the 17 demands adopted by the March (revisited in 2001). 

In the following testimonies, women of the coordinating bodies of the March stress the importance of the Charter:

“The five values reflected in the Charter are important in my country and in our context.” (Shashi, India). 

“The five values contained in the Charter are crucial for our country. I think they are very interdependent, all those values complement one another.” (Odette, Rwanda)

 “All the values are important. In our organization, Kilos Kabaro, there are groups who work on the environment, others on sexual trafficking and still others on food security, access to housing, lesbian rights. So each value is important since we all work on issues of equal importance.” (Jing, Philippines)
“None of the values can be separated from the others. These values are necessary for the society we want to build and are already building. They are associated with themes that are important for the women of Peru and the women of the world.”  (Rosa, Peru)

“We are very sensitive to the question of violence against women and the fight against poverty, but we also feel for the themes of peace, justice and equity.” (Souna, Niger) 

“From Chiapas to Chihuhua, we have just one watchword: Stop the violence against women, stop the murders. In our definition of violence we include the effects of free trade agreements, which penalize aboriginal populations above all and among them, women. (Gladys, Mexico)

“I think the Charter will support the basic tenets of her association, especially where human rights and freedoms are concerned. With the Charter, we are taking a step forward with the proviso that it is well adapted to aboriginal communities, whose situation is very different from that of Québec women.” (Julie, Quebec Native Women)

“Overall, the Charter represents all the rights we ask for as Lebanese women and Arab women, that is, to fight poverty and discirimination, and sexual trafficking. It also conveys what we wish for and dream about to obtain a world of justice, peace, equality and fraternity.” (Ghida, Lebanon) 

“Peace is an irreplaceable value for humanity to carry on. ” (Ruth, Cameroon)
“Peace is essential, particularly in the current context of war in the Middle East. “But peace will not be achieved if democracy, freedom, solidarity and justice are not achieved also. These are values we have been fighting for for a long time.” (Emily, Jordan)

“The Charter contains important values if we want to build a peaceful world. In our opinion, as long as we don’t understand that men and women are equal beings; as long as we don’t understand that women must have freedom to take initiative and express themselves, to live and be considered persons; as long as we don’t understand that tolerance is the key to everything and that solidarity allows us to go forward, we will not have peace.” (Awa, Burkina Faso)

 “This Charter is our baby, a baby we, the women of the world, conceived together. It is the future of the world—an egalitarian, fairer, better world. It is an instrument to make visible the actions of women activists, especially feminist women who have another world view and who today more than ever before reaffirm their worldwide solidarity.” (Safiétou, Senegal)
“The Charter is very important because it is our world view and we have built that view with the women of the world.” (Michèle, Québec)
“The Charter is important because it presents the viewpoint of all women who suffer oppression and the consequences of patriarchy.” (Eva, Galicia)

“If it can deepen our solidarity and allow all women to advance a little more and say that we, together with men, want to build another world, then I think December 10 will go down as a history-making day in the feminist movement.” (Judith, France)

The World March of Women is a global feminist action network made up of 5500 women's groups from 163 countries and territories. The World March of Women is struggling for an end to poverty and violence against women. 

Organization and history of the March : 

Organization:

1. International Committee
The following representatives form the Committee: Miriam Nobre (Brazil), Awa Ouedraogo (Burkina Faso), Shashi Sail (India), Nadia De Mond (Italy), Emily Naffa (Jordan), Charlot Pierik (Netherlands), Rosa Guillen (Peru), Caridad Ynares (Philippines), Wilhelmina Trout (South Africa), Diane Matte (international Secretariat) and the Network of Indigenous Women of the Americas (to be determined). 

This committee meets twice each year and will function in a collective manner. 
2. Collectives

The collectives are international committees of the March that will have a more external focus. They will ensure that the World March of Women is represented in specific forums; and produce information materials and reports on their activities and political debates in their field of action. 

There are 3 collectives: 

a. The alliances and globalization collective. Its mandate is to organize and encourage the World March’s participation in future World Social Forums and in national and regional processes of the WSF, monitor meetings of other social movements, coordinate the March’s participation in actions and meetings of the Social Movements World Network. Coordination: the Brazilian March coordinating body. 

b. Communications collective. 

c.   Collective on peace and militarism. It has to develop a WMW policy in this area; ensure the participation of the WMW in actions to oppose militarism and armed conflicts, etc.; and produce materials on these issues. Coordination: the regional coordinating body of the African Great Lakes Region (Rwanda, Burundi and the Democratic Republic of Congo). 

3. Working Groups
They have to further our thinking and create tools to support national coordinating bodies and the international Secretariat of the World March of Women. 

There are 3 working groups : 

a. Violence against women working group. Its priority is to further advance the discussion to support our action strategies linking the local and international levels, especially those that target violence prevention and support for women to leave violent situations; study the relationship between neoliberal globalization and violence against women. Coordination : World March in the Philippines. 

b. Working group on feminist economic alternatives. Its mandate is to further feminist analysis about economic alternatives, i.e., update our demands platform and draw up action proposals incorporating the WTO, FTAA, NEPAD and other regional neoliberal agreements. Coordination : the Peruvian March coordinating body. 

c. The working group on the rights of lesbians. It will gather information concerning the situation of lesbians throughout the world and make it available to national coordinating bodies, identify and form links between the WMW and activists around the world and organize a training seminar on the topic. Coordination: the Netherlands. 
World March of Women: History
· May-June 1995: on the initiative of the Fédération des Femmes du Québec (FFQ), some 850 women from all over Québec marched for 10 days to demand concrete action to eliminate poverty. The presence of women from the global South gave two Québec women the idea of organizing a World March of Women. 

· 1995 – 1996: the movement takes on.

· October 1998: roughly 140 representatives from 65 countries adopt, in Montréal, the two themes of the March: elimination of poverty in the world and elimination of violence against women. They were articulated in 17 international demands. Women decided that the March would begin on March 8, 2000, and end on October 17, 2000, International Day for the Eradication of Poverty. 

· 1998 – 1999: an International Liaison Committee (ILC) was formed, composed of 44 women. They would oversee preparations of the world actions. 

· March 8, 2000: the World March of Woman was given its official international launch. A signature campaign in support of the demands was also kicked off. The goal was to gather several million signatures. 

· Throughout 2000, the national coordinating bodies created for the March drafted national platforms and organized national actions and marches. Over 6000 groups from 161 countries and territories took part in the March. 

· October 15, 2000: delegates from around the world gathered in Washington, D.C., for the demonstration organized by U.S. women. 

· October 16, 2000: in meetings with leaders of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank, a delegation of the March denounced the devastating impact on women of these institutions' policies. 

· October 17, 2000: 10,000 women marched in the streets of New York City, while a delegation presented the March demands They demanded that the UN put an end to the situations they were denouncing. to UN leaders They delivered five million signatures to the UN, collected in every corner of the earth in support of the demands. 

· October 6, 2001: at the third international meeting of the March, representatives of the March from diverse countries reaffirmed the need to continue the March and increase its presence at anti-globalization forums. Peace was adopted as a priority. Some 89 national coordinating bodies affirmed their interest in continuing the March. 

· 2002-2003: at the World Social Forums held in Porto Alegre (Brazil) and in Mumbaï (India), delegates of the World March of Women defend the feminist points of view among world social communities.

· March, 2003: at the fourth international meeting, in Mumbaï (India), delegates of the March elect members of the International Committee. They form working groups (on feminist economic alternatives; violence against women;  the rights of lesbians) and collectives (peace and militarism; communications; alliances and globalization). The World March adopts the Declaration of values. 

· December 10, 2004 : at the 5th international meeting adoption of the Women’s Global Charter for Humanity in Kigali (Rwanda).  

· March 8, 2005 : global launch of the Charter, Brazil. Beginning of the global Relay of the Charter and progressive assembly of the Patwork World Solidarity Quilt. Relay of the Charter and the Quilt will stop in 50 countries. 
· October 17, 2005: arrival of the Women’s Global Charter for Humanity and of the Solidarity Quilt in Africa (Conclusion of the World Relay). On the same day, at noon : 24 hours of global feminist Solidarity. 


You’ll find all the documents presented here on the Website : http://www.worldmarchofwomen.org
Charter: http://www.marchemondiale.org/charter3.org

Supporting document 1: http://www.marchemondiale.org/en/charte_accomp1.html
Supporting document 2: http://www.marchemondiale.org/en/charte_accomp2.html

Relay: http://www.marchemondiale.org/relais.html

         Last Newsletter : http://www.marchemondiale.org/en/bulletin/01_2005.html

List of participating groups, by country: 

http://www.marchemondiale.org/dyn/liste-pays.php3

Press Contact         

Brigitte Verdière, Communications Officer, World March of Women:

bverdiere@marchemondiale.org
tel : 55-11-3819-3876 (Brazil) till March 9, 2005

and 51-1-265-8540 (Peru) from March15 – 31, 2005
2. INTRODUCTION TO THE WOMEN’S GLOBAL CHARTER FOR HUMANITY 





THE EVENT  -  THE WOMEN'S GLOBAL CHARTER FOR HUMANITY RELAY WILL END ON OCTOBER 17, 2005, WITH 24 HOURS OF FEMINIST SOLIDARITY.











LAUNCH OF THE WOMEN’S GLOBAL CHARTER FOR HUMANITY AND OF THE  RELAY OF THE CHARTER. 








3. INTRODUCTION TO THE ACTIONS THAT WERE HELD BY COORDINATING BODIES ON MARCH 8 AND DURING THE RELAY





4. WHY A WOMEN'S GLOBAL CHARTER FOR HUMANITY ? IMPORTANCE OF THE CHARTER FOR WOMEN OF THE WORLD MARCH OF WOMEN 
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World March of Women, 110 rue Ste-Thérèse, #203, Montréal, Québec (Canada) H2Y 1E6

Telephone: 1-514-395-1196 ( Fax: 1-514-395-1224

info@marchemondiale.org ( www.worldmarchofwomen.org

